Union of Welsh Independents
Opportunity Support Programme
2026

Objective:
Stimulating churches to draw up new, imaginative and creative projects that will enable them to work in practical ways in an adventurous and innovative mission in their communities and areas.

Grant:
The Union offers sponsorship of up to £20,000 per year, for up to three years, to churches whose applications meet the conditions of the programme.

Conditions:
The churches must be full members of the Union.
With any application, it is a requirement to see copies of the churches’ financial reports over the previous two years.
It is required to see a record of the church meeting's decision to implement the project and its commitment to it.
Churches cannot apply for funding for more than one project at a time.
This programme is not intended to meet the financial shortfalls of any current activity within the church.
Although this grant is not a source of funding for the maintenance of buildings or the purchase of equipment specifically, the funding can be used to modify a building or purchase equipment provided that is an essential part of the project. 
It is expected that steps shall be taken to ensure the sustainability of the project beyond the funding period. This should be part of the grant application.
[At the end of the first project, if it is deemed to have been successful, it is possible to apply for another grant in order to continue the work, as long as that second application shows development or progress from what was in the original project. ]

Awarding:
There is no deadline for submitting an application; once the application has been sent, the Finance Committee will meet virtually as soon as possible to discuss the application.
A representative on behalf of the church will be required to be present at the meeting in order give a verbal presentation about the application – outline and intentions – and to answer any possible questions that could arise from the Finance Committee.
The applications will be decided by the Finance Committee as soon as possible following the submission of any application. Subsequently, the General Secretary will inform the applicants of the decision as soon as possible through letter.
All awards are based on the original application and that should not be changed in any way or without the prior consent of the awarding panel.
The funding for each scheme is distributed annually, subject to receiving a full progress report setting out the activity, development and sustainability of the project. (There is a Progress Report form available to fill.)
